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David Baldacci's novels have been called "sizzling" (USA Today) and "superior" (Houston

Chronicle). Now Baldacci is back, with the story of a death row inmate, a Supreme Court clerk, and

a crime that is costing people their lives. Michael Fiske broke the law when he took Rufus Harms's

prison letter from the Supreme Court. But he also sealed his own fate. Now Michael's brother, a cop

turned attorney, is coming to Washington to find out why his brother was murdered - and what it had

to do with a crime that Rufus Harms committed 25 years before. In his new novel of corruption,

romance, family, and justice at the heart of the American republic, David Baldacci takes us on a

journey of harrowing conspiracy - and proves once again that in the realm of suspense, he is in a

league of his own. The simple truth... it's never what it seems.
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Rufus Harms, a giant of a black man, has served 25 years of a life sentence in a Virginia military

prison for the brutal killing of a young white girl. When some obscure government correspondence

results in his recovery of hazy, clouded memories, he realizes he did not actually commit the crime

for which he was convicted and he smuggles an appeal out of prison to be filed with the US

Supreme Court. Shortly afterwards, Harms' lawyer and Michael Fiske, the young Supreme Court

clerk who received the documents and had begun to investigate the truth of Harms' claim of

innocence, are murdered. Michael's court colleague, Sara Evans, and his brother, ex-cop and

small-time defense lawyer, John Fiske, pick up the task and the chase is on to find the real culprits



who won't hesitate to murder again and again to cover up their part in a scandal involving the

Supreme Court and high level US military personnel!The thriller part of the novel is pretty standard

fare but is exceedingly well written and will keep any reader flipping the pages relentlessly as

Baldacci hauls us through multiple murders, chase scenes and gun battles, compelling human

family drama and dispute, courtroom struggles, clues with lots of red herrings, and, of course, the

mandatory love scenes.
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